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Masalah utama dari penelitian ini adalah bagaimana ketidaktahuan orang 
dengan sifat Imam tercermin dalam novel The fall of the Imam. Tujuan dari penelitian 
ini adalah untuk menganalisis novel berdasarkan elemen struktural dan analisis 
sosiologi. Peneliti menggunakan penelitian deskriptif kualitatif. Data penelitian terdiri 
dari data primer dan data sekunder. Data primer dari penelitian ini adalah novel The 
fall of the Imam dan data sekunder dari penelitian ini adalah bahan lain yang 
berkaitan dengan penelitian. Berdasarkan analisis sosiologi, di novel The Fall of the 
Imam, Nawal El Saadawi menjelaskan bagaimana Imam di wilayah atau negara yang 
mengklaim sebagai wakil Tuhan di bumi. Dia menindas dan menipu orang-orang 
dalam nama Tuhan. The fall of the imam adalah suatu kondisi yang benar terjadi 
dalam sosial budaya di Mesir. Perspektif sosiologi pada dasarnya ilmiah, objek studi 
adalah hubungan orang di dalam masyarakat, studi lembaga-lembaga sosial dan 
proses sosial. 
Kata kunci: Ketidaktahuan, Imam, Sosiologi. 
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 The major problem of this study is how the ignorance of people to the nature 
of God is reflected in The Fall of the Imam novel. The objectives of this study are to 
analyze the novel based on its structural elements and on the sociological analysis. 
The researcher uses descriptive qualitative research. The data of the research 
consists of primary data and secondary data. The primary data of the research is The 
Fall of the Imam novel and the secondary data of the research are other materials 
related to the study. Based on the sociological analysis, in The Fall of the Imam, 
Nawal El Saadawi describes how the Imam in region that claims to be representative 
of God on earth. He oppresses and deceives people in the name of God. The Fall of 
the Imam is a true novel condition in situation social-religion culture in Egypt. 
Sociological perspective is, sociological is essentially the scientific, objective of the 
study of people in society, the study of social institutions and social processes. 
 











 A. Introduction 
Sociology is relevant to the life issue because it deals with people in society 
and has a goal of understanding human society, human beings and their lives. 
Sociology has a wide range of society and social behavior that includes culture, 
family, gender, ethnic, politic, population, and also religion. 
Ignorance is state of being uninformed (lack of knowledge). In this social 
life, ignorance is a wrong understanding on the concept. In the social life of 
ignorance arises because the ideas or values that are embedded long ago. In 
religion and social values sometimes occurs a perception that may be mistaken for 
believing the understanding given to us or just respect the culture. 
The fall of the Imam is interesting novel because there are three reasons 
why the researcher is interest in studying this novel. First, the story is presenting 
religious conflict especially the confused perception in the society about the 
essentiality of God. They are too easy doctrine by Imam because they haven't any 
knowledge about it before. 
Second, this novel is not only has an original idea but also makes 
controversial as a novel. Saadawi illustrates her opinion in the characters of her 
novel but in the same time she flicked us about the reality between us. Reading this 
novel he researcher makes aware in surroundings.  
Third, this novel presents a lot of social conflicts that in real life so close 
to us. Related to that, they researcher interested in analyzing based on Third, this 
novel presents a lot of social conflicts that in real life so sociological approach. 
That is why the researcher intends to conduct a research of the novel with the title of 
research is “The Ignorance of People to the Nature of God in Nawal El Saadawi’s 
novel The Fall of the Imam (1987): A Sociological Approach “. 
According to www.wikipedia.com/sociology, the word sociology (or 
"sociologie") is derived from both Latin and Greek origins. The Latin word: 
socius, "companion"; the suffix -logy, "the study of, and from Greek logos, 
"word", "knowledge". It was first coined in 1780 by the French essayist Emmanuel-
 Joseph Sieyes (1748-1836) in an unpublished manuscript. Sociology is essentially 
the scientific, objective of the study of man in society, the study of social 
institutions and of social processes (Laurenson and Swingewood, 1972: 11). Beside 
that, sociology is the systemic study of social behavior and human group. The main 
object of sociology is society and social behavior. It is assumed that sociology is 
the systemic study of social behavior and human group. Discussing relationship 
between literature and society, according to Wellek and Warren (1962: 110) pointed 
out that is generally based on the phrase of de Bonald that literature is an expression 
of society. Therefore the basis of the understanding is the society thus sociological 
theory is the appropriate approach in this research. In analyze sociological, the 
writer uses social, economic, political, science and technology, cultural, and 
religious aspects to research the problem. 
Based on the background of the study, the researcher concerns to analyze 
“How is the ignorance of people to the nature of God reflected in Nawal El 
Saadawi's The Fall of the Imam Novel (1987)?” 
The objectives of the study are mentioned as follows: first to describe The Fall 
of the Imam novel based on the structural elements of the novel, second to analyze 
the ignorance of people to the nature of God in Nawal El Saadawi's The Fall of 
the Imam novel (1987) based on social, economic, political, science and 
technology, cultural, and religious aspects. 
B. Research Method 
The research about this novel belongs to qualitative research. Qualitative 
research is a type of research that does not use enumeration and calculation. The 
researcher classifies his research into qualitative research because the research 
does not need a statistic data to analyze and explore the facts. The object of the 
study is The Fall of the Imam novel by Nawal El Saadawi which is published in 
1987. It is analyzed by using Sociological Approach. Type of the data in this 
research is textual data, it consists of word, phrase and sentences. The data source 
 consists of two sources, namely primary and secondary data sources. The primary 
data source is the novel itself, The Fall of the Imam by Nawal El Saadawi.The 
secondary data are taken from other sources which are related to the primary data 
such as the biography of the author, and website about The Fall of the Imam. The 
technique of collecting data that the writer uses is library research. First, the 
researcher reads and comprehends the primary and secondary data source. Second, 
notes down of important information in both sources. Then, he selects them by 
accepting the relevant information with the problem and rejecting the irrelevant 
information that does not support the topic of the study. Beside that the writer uses 
internet to find information about the novel and literary theory that he use. In the 
analyzing data, the writer uses descriptive qualitative analysis or content analysis. 
The analysis is started on the author and then the structural analysis of the novel 
and finally the individual analysis of the literature. 
C. Finding and Discussion 
1. Finding  
The Fall of the Imam novel is written by Nawal El Saadawi. The major 
characters are The Imam and Bint Allah. In this novel, The Imam is one of major 
character who has like God predicate. He has a big authority and power in this era 
but he used in a bad way. All of things in his life in bad way are appeared by the 
name of God or Islam, but in fact, The Imam has bad figured. Morally, he is an 
immoral man, he often punished his society who makes the mistake that is 
inappropriate with the Muslim law or Shariat. Bint Allah was the young beautiful 
daughters of the Imam. She was twenty years old. Bint Allah was the Imam’s 
daughter, but in fact, Bint Allah living in dormitory as orphanage. In dormitory, 
Bint Allah had milk sister and brother, they were Nemat Allah and Fadl Allah. 
Physically, her bones were small. She had brown skin and smooth liked a child, 
her face was pointed with slanting wide – open eyes, and also her pupils were 
black that blackest night 
 The minor characters are Gawaher, Marzouk, Katie, The Chief Security, 
The Great Writer, The Body Guard, The Leader of Official Opposition, Nemat 
Allah, and Fadl Allah. Gawaher was Bint Allah’s mother. She was famous of 
martyr woman. She was died of the imam’s punishment. She was suffering in her 
life by the imam and his officials. Marzouk was Bint Allah’s dog. This dog liked 
her friend. The dog accompanied her when the imam and his spies wanted her in 
tonight (bad dream) before Bint Allah had punishment from the imam. Marzouk 
took a chunk out the seat of the imam trousers when he was leaving the scene of 
Bint Allah’s conception. Katie was the Imam’s wife. Physically, she was beautiful 
woman. Her body was white, no woman had her beauty like her. Morally, she was 
good wife. She very loved her husband. She indeed thrown away from him, 
although her husband only looks up toward the throne of God and she always 
prayed to God to protect him from enemies. Physically, the Chief of Security had 
big body covered in hair, his primary duty was to ensure that the Imam was well 
protected from enemies and friends alike and that the members of Hizbullah. The 
Great Writer was the Imam’s friend since he was a child. His name was Joseph. 
The Imam gave Joseph name the great writer, he was also given the title of the 
philosopher. After the Imam bestowed him, he had the right belong to the new 
wife, new house and bought the best clothes. Physically, The Body Guard was 
common with the Imam. He had many resemblance contours and lines and with 
exactly the same rubber faces, so he remained the living image of the Imam. He 
remained to follow the Imam’s movement. Nobody could distinguish them even if 
the Imam’s wife. The God of heaven and the Chief of security only know whether 
he was the Imam or not. The Leader of Official Opposition, He was the member 
of Hizbul shaitan, both of Hizbullah and Hizbul shaitan were legalized and 
blessed by the Imam. The Imam from Hizbul Shaitan party in order to screen 
democratic. Nemat Allah was Bint Allah’s milk sister. They live together in 
orphanage. It was the only school of its kind, for only orphans without father or 
mother. She died for love. Fadl Allah was Bint Allah’s milk brother. He lived in 
 the orphanage too, together his milk sisters. Physically, his body was brown, his 
features were pale and fine. Fadl Allah was loyal to his country. He went to war 
and lost his life in defense of his country. 
Setting of Time, Nawal El Saadawi described the story of this novel that 
happened around in 1987. In her village, Kafr Tahla, she had seen there were 
pinched features of the children feed with irradiated milk, dying a slow death 
from nuclear of radiation or from the greater fear of light. 
Setting of Place in this novel generally the story took place in Egypt, the 
government and the laws that are described in the story comes from her 
experience in Egypt. In this novel, Nawal El Saadawi describes some places, Bint 
Allah lives in the orphanage, together with the orphans. In that place, she was 
called Bint Allah. Bint Allah studied in the nursing school. It was only school of 
kind, for only orphans without father or mother. She studied there together with 
her milk brother and sister. The story also took place in the kingdom of the Imam 
that was in the throne. There were Chief of Security, the Great Writer, the 
Bodyguard, the Official Opposition and Official Wife of the Imam. 
There are many plots presented in Nawal El Saadawi’s novel The Fall of 
the Imam novel that can be divided into four sequential levels, exposition, 
complication, climax, and resolution. The exposition of the story explains who 
Bint Allah. She was an orphan and lived in the orphanage. Her mother has died 
since she was born. However, she very loved her mother, but she hated her father, 
that was the Imam, and his entire officials. It was because they had raped her 
mother. Her mother was sentenced to death by stoning. From the event, Bint 
Allah began to revenge. Her aim only killed the Imam who had sentenced her 
mother by stoning to death. The complication of this story was begun when the 
Imam used his power and authorization in a bad way. He was the religious ruler 
in society believed that to be representative of God in the earth. The Imam did 
 anything that he wanted under Muslim law, called Shari’at. However, it was only 
his manipulation to repress his populaces by the name of Allah and religion. 
Then, the young girl named Bint Allah wanted to find her father and she felt her 
father had personally liked the Imam. She had opinion, why woman did not have 
more than one husband but man that no prohibition liked that. Her critic and good 
personality brought her in to Imam. The Imam believed that Bint Allah did not 
was his daughter, but Bint Allah ignorance the reality because she did not want to 
have father as the Imam. She knew bad character of the Imam, so she wanted to 
kill the Imam because his authority was cruel and given suffered to other people 
especially woman. The climax of this novel when Bint Allah as the daughter of 
the Imam killed the Imam because she disagreed with bad regulation, character 
and personality of the Imam. Because of this, Bint Allah also had killed the 
judgment for government. It was the end of the authority for the Imam as key 
success to heaven and representative of God in the earth. In this story, the 
resolution can be seen in the last chapter, by the title Trial. In this chapter, the 
readers saw that the spies of the Imam success to catch Bint Allah. They decided 
to condemn her by a method that is more rapidly than stoning to death so that she 
would not have the opportunity to say anything further. They also decree that her 
trial would not be published in the newspapers and that her file will be definitely 
closed and buried deep down in the earth forever. 
The sociological analysis above shows that the author creates The Fall of 
the Imam to carry her world views. Social background of the author is represented 
in the novel. The major and minor characters have their own world view on 
freedom of though. Nawal El Saadawi also employs them to describe social 
aspect, economic, political, science and technology, cultural aspect and religious 
aspect. 
In social aspect, Egypt there is an enormous gap between the very wealthy 
and the very poor. The different among individuals and families in Egypt can be 
 represented by income level or source of income. They can also be represented in 
choices of consumption style-housing, transport, dresses, language, education, 
music, and the like. 
In economic aspect, Egypt is a rich agricultural country, with some of the 
highest yield per unit of land in the world. The famous agriculture is date palms 
and the mulberry tree. The main crops are cotton, sugarcane, wheat, maize, and 
fava beans with substantial areas given over fruit orchards (Primarily citrus) and 
vegetables.Egypt was famouswith green valley, palm and mulberry.Egypt was 
famous with agriculture source, although had hard land but the harvest was very 
huge. The product of agriculture not only consumption for in country but import 
to other country, because of high Quality. 
In political aspect, Egypt was a “dominant party” system in which one 
party regularly controls an enormous majority in parliament. This dominant party 
was the National Democratic Party (NDP) which represents the political 
establishment. In this era Islamic-oriented leaders was famous and progressive, 
because citizen didn’t know about the political function, so appeared character the 
Imam as God to achieve and leader of the Muslim. The Imam appeared as leader 
of muslim, directly giving judgement that he was having syariat liked God. 
In science and technology aspect, Egyptian tended to combine the modern 
health system with traditional practices. In villages, the midwife, for example, 
played a key role not just during child birth and related ceremonial activities, but 
also providing general medical advice to woman. Health care in Egypt occupies a 
central place both in people’s concern and in state priorities. There is an extensive 
network of public hospital in major town and cities all over the country. Nawal El 
Saadawi wrote this condition into her novel and the Imam as God will come to 
the hospital to pray it, because they are believed, praying from the Imam is 
prosperity. 
 In cultural aspect, people were generally addressed by their given name, 
often preceded by a title of some kind (‘am, or uncle is the all-purpose title for 
men: others include hajj for a pilgrim returned from Mecca or simply for an older 
man. In authority of the Imam, title hajj just for title and to make a role play, liked 
the Imam using title hajj to influence some people to believe him. A special 
moment in Egypt was divided into two, The Id- al adha and The Id al –Fitr. In this 
moment, the celebrated by the consumption of sweets cooked with different types 
of nuts. Some people also decorated with colored paper. This condition related 
with the Imam that celebrated his victory in great. 
In religious aspect, Current mainstream practice in Egypt was focused on 
the core believed of Islam, and to be concerned with learning the law of Islam, the 
particular details of everyday life that believing Muslims must be followed to be 
in accord with God’s will as interpreted by specialists. The Imam as God, giving 
prohibition and regulation for Muslims and All of Muslims must obey about it. 
2. Discussion 
Based on the sociological analysis in The Fall of the Imam novel, the 
researcher concludes that Nawal El Saadawi as the author of this novel explains the 
social condition in Egypt. She shows the condition in the mid of twentieth century.  
In the Fall of the Imam novel, Nawal El Saadawi created the character in very 
creative ways, as having an artistic background. Nawal El Saadawi concentrated her 
experience in Egypt and elsewhere in the Middle East during a period of ten years 
before the novel appeared in 1987. She spoke of her many conversations with victims 
of Arab culture, such as the Iranian woman whose little girl was raped by her jailers, 
and the Sudanese woman who accompanies Saadawi on visit to the Association for 
people with amputated hands, where she saw many of those who have been punished 
under Muslim law, called Shari’at. 
 Based on the analysis above, it is clearly that all structural elements of The 
Fall of the Imam novel are connected to each other. The structural elements have the 
relation to another to form in a solid unity. 
D. Conclusion 
After analyzing The Fall of the Imam, researcher describes the following 
conclusion.  
Based on sociological analysis, it can be concluded that there is relationship 
between this novel and the social reality of Egypt society in the mid of twentieth 
century. This novel describes the social aspects, economic aspects, political aspects, 
science and technology aspects, cultural aspects, and the last is religious aspects. 
Nawal El Saadawi wanted to tell the social problem in society Egypt, that ignored of 
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